
Interactive Brokers Now Allowing Short Positions in Bitcoin Futures  

 

Greenwich, Conn.—December 13, 2017 – Interactive Brokers Group, Inc. (NASDAQ 

GS: IBKR), a global electronic brokerage firm, will now accept orders for short sales of 

Cboe Futures Exchange (CFE) Bitcoin futures that began trading on the IBKR platform 

on Sunday, December 10, 2017. Interactive Brokers requires margin of $40,000 per 

contract for short sales in CFE Bitcoin futures. Margin on long positions of CFE Bitcoin 

futures is currently $9,000.  

 

“The introduction of short sales was necessitated by the large premium of the January 

futures contract over the price at which Bitcoin trades on the physical venues,” said 

Interactive Brokers founder, Chairman and CEO Thomas Peterffy. 

 

Interactive Brokers requires customers who wish to trade Bitcoin futures to execute a 

special agreement acknowledging the risk inherent in the contract. Current and new 

clients can learn more about trading Bitcoin futures with IBKR and sign up for “Crypto” 

trading permission here.  

 

The Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME) Bitcoin contract, expected to start trading 

December 18, 2017, is based on five Bitcoins and will accordingly have a margin 

requirement of five times the CFE’s contract, which is based upon a single Bitcoin. The 

CFE contract trades under the symbol GXBT. The CME’s Bitcoin futures will trade 

under the symbol BRR. 

 

IBKR was one of only a few brokers offering Bitcoin futures at the start of trading 

December 10. The company has handled approximately 50% of the volume since 

trading commenced.  

 

About Interactive Brokers Group, Inc.  

Interactive Brokers Group affiliates provide automated trade execution and custody of 

securities, commodities and foreign exchange around the clock on over 120 markets in 

https://www.interactivebrokers.com/
https://www.interactivebrokers.com/en/index.php?f=25379


numerous countries and currencies, from a single IB Universal AccountSM to customers 

worldwide. We service individual investors, hedge funds, proprietary trading groups, 

financial advisors and introducing brokers. Our four decades of focus on technology and 

automation has enabled us to equip our customers with a uniquely sophisticated 

platform to manage their investment portfolios at the lowest cost according to Barron's 

Best Online Brokers review, March 20, 2017. We strive to provide our customers with 

advantageous execution prices and trading, risk and portfolio management tools, 

research facilities and investment products, all at low prices, positioning them to achieve 

superior returns on investments.  

 

Contact for Interactive Brokers Group, Inc.  

Investors: Nancy Stuebe, 203-618-4070 or Media: Kalen Holliday, 203-913-1369. 

 

 

 


